AUTHORS' PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION
THIS book is intended for the use of students who are
attending courses of instruction for diplomas and degrees
in Public Health, and for those who are studying the chemistry
of water, sewage, sewage effluents, foods, disinfectants, etc.
during their ordinary laboratory practice. It will probably
be also useful to those who are engaged as public analysts or
in public health matters generally.
It does not give an exhaustive account of all the available
methods of examination, but it describes those which have
been used and tested by the authors both in laboratory in-
struction and in the daily work of a public analyst. Full refer-
ences are given in the text to the sources of the different
methods, and, at the end, there is a short bibliography of
some of the more important works which discuss the various
subjects. No illustrations have been introduced, as the appara-
tus, as well as the appearance and characters of the substances
which require the use of a microscope, can only be fully under-
stood and appreciated in the actual practical work of the
laboratory.
A considerable number of typical analyses have been intro-
duced to illustrate the variations which may occur in the com-
position of the articles themselves. We desire to convey our
grateful thanks to those who have allowed us to insert the
results of their own work and which we have acknowledged
by name in the appropriate places.
The methods employed in the bacteriological examination
of water, sewage, foods, air, etc. is the subject of a separate
volume in tMs series by Dr W. G. Savage.
J.E.R
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